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PROTECT, PROMOTE ano SUPPORT BREASTFEEDING

WABA

WABA is a global network of organisa-
tions and individuals who believe
breastfeeding is the right of all
children and mothers and who
dedicate themselves to pro-
tect, promote and support
this right. WABA acts on
the Innocenti Declara-
tion and works in
close liaison with

UNICEF.

GOALS

¢ Re-establish and maintain a global
breastfeeding culture;

o Eliminateall obstacles to breastfeeding;

¢ Promote more regional and national
level cooperation;

® Advocate for breastfeeding in develop-
ment, women and environmental pro-
grammes.

ROLE
o Information sharing and networking;

e Tobuildbridges among all breastfeeding
advocates: grass roots groups and indi-

viduals, UN agencies, governments and.

international NGOs;

e To strengthen and coordinate existing
activities to create more momentum;

e Stimulate and support new and col-
laborative efforts.

\»je\.VE " “"MENTAL ORGAN

STRURTURE

WABA is like an brella that encom-
passes everyone wopking at the interna-
tional, regional, natfpnal, and community
level to protect, pomote and support
breastfeeding.

Everyonewhoiscom
culture can be part
mental organisatio
health care worker;
tions, university te
ers, health officials a

tted to abreastfeeding
\ : non-govern-
nity activists,
ional associa-
taff, research-

ACTIONS

WABA's work consists of the activities of
the Secretariat andits eight Task Forces.
The Secretariat coordinates and
maintains the flow of informa-

tionbetween Task Forces and
the wider constituency of
WABA. Its small office
serves mainly .to net-
work and facilitate

action in support

of breastfeeding
and not to replicate efforts of other groups.
It coordinates World Breastfeeding Week
every year.

WABA supports its affiliates by providing
and sharing information, networking serv-
ices, technical assistance and, occasion-
ally, seedgrants for strategic actions. In
general, WABA is not a funding mecha-
nism and does not have the means to fi-
nance the normal activities of groups and
individuals.

TASK FORCES

These are the specialised support arms of
the network. The eight Task Forces are:
Social Mobilisation, Information, Research
Groups & Briefing Papers, Health Care
Practices, Education & Training, Mother
Support Groups, Women & Work, and Code
Compliance.

MEMBERSHIP

Groups and individuals become WABA par-
ticipants by endorsing WABA's goals. You
can also be a participant of any WABA Task
Force and contribute your special skills in
the respective area.
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—— WABA TASK FORCES ——

SOCIAL MOBILISATION: To mobilise public opinion for a
breastfeeding culture by disseminating information, facili-
tating public debate and building bridges between commu-
nities and potential allies through joint actions to promote,
protect, and support breastfeeding.

INFORMATION: To expand the availability of information,
regional and international levels; strengthen the capacity
of breastfeeding resource centres to collect, disseminate,
use and share information; support programmes and
coordinate the dissemination of information produced by
WARBA {ask forces. .

RESEARCH GROUPS AND BRIEFING PAPERS: To dis-
seminateresearch findings relevant to protection, support
and promotion of breastfeeding; to prepare briefing pa-
pers; to stimulate applied research needed to achieve the
goals of the Innocenti Declaration.

HEALTH CARE PRACTICES: To promote health care
practices in hospitals and in the community that protect,
promote and support breastfeeding according tothe WHO/
UNICEF Joint Statement on the Ten Steps to Successful
Breastfeeding.

EDUCATION AND TRAINING: To promote the education
and fraining of health personnel in the protection, promo-
tion and support of breastfeeding.

MOTHER SUPPORT GROUPS: To promote linking of
mother support groups worldwide; enable them to train
counsellors and to expand the number of groups; to create

" the appropriate environment of awareness and support for

a mother to initiate and sustain breastfeeding.

WOMEN AND WORK: To develop strategies to address
the special needs of working women, through imaginative
new legistation and other actions that assist women to
integrate breastfeeding into their working lives.

CODE COMPLIANCE: To promote implementation of the
International Code of Marketing Breastmilk Substitutes
through training, development of legislation, production of
materials and monitoring Code compliance.

&

—JOIN THESE ACTIONS ——

e World Breastfeeding Week, 1-7 Augus} every year-

pulls together the efforts of all breastfeeding advo-
cates, governments and agencies to generate public
awareness and support.

e Global Participatory Action Research-abreastfeeding
documentation and skills building programme which
aims to encourage national coalition building and
policy-oriented action.

o Task Forces - these group organisations and indi-
viduals active in a particular area such asresearch on
breastfeeding, supporting mothers, improving know-
ledge and practice of breastfeeding among heaith
care workers, mobilising opinion in favour of breast-
feeding, etc. Co
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For more information please write to:

World Alliance for Breastfeeding Action
(WABA)
PO Box 1200
10850 Penang

Malaysia _ ¢o-4-657 2655
Tel: 60-4-884 816 Fax: 60-4-872 655

or your local contact below:

WABA

world alliance for breastfeeding action




